STAFF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

[ e There was a briefing session for all our teachers on
' school-based management and the setting up of
IMC of catholic schools at the Catholic
Diocesan Centre on 21st August 2013. During
the briefing session, Dr. Francis Cheung
Wing-ming, former Secretary General of
the HKEAA, explained to the teachers
the essential concepts about IMC such
as the rationale, responsibility,
principles of good governance of
school as well as core values of Hong
Kong catholic schools.

A group photo taken at the main
entrance of St. Paul’s House of Prayers

e On 19th September 2013, our teachers attended a staff development programme on handling
students with special needs in the student support domain. Adopting a case study approach,
our Educational Psychologist, Ms. Rachelle Li Wing-sze, shared with the teachers various ways
to handle students who had symptoms of Autism Spectrum Disorders, Emotion Behavioral
Problems and Early Psychosis.

Rev. Thomas Kwan explained
the relationship between the

core values and the Ten * Understanding the core values of Hong Kong catholic schools is one of the pre-requisites in
Commandments in the Bible.

setting up IMC. They include 'Truth’, Justice’, ‘Love’, ‘Life’ and ‘Family’. On 2nd January 2014,
Rev. Thomas Kwan and his colleagues from Hong Kong Institute of Educational Research
introduced the concepts of these values to our teachers in St. Paul’s House of Prayers. Through
seminars, self-reflection, group sharing, songs and spiritual practice, teachers got an overview
of the meaning of these values.

¢ Aiming to promote students’ interest in reading, our Native English Teacher, Mr Mackie, organized a reading clinic for F2 students.
Participants were nominated by teachers. The programme lasted for six weeks, placing special emphasis on fluency and intonation.
Students read traditional story books, read aloud to each other; they also read drama scripts and sang songs together.

e Primary to secondary school transitions are not easy, especially when students have to study nearly all subjects in English. As
part of our Language Across the Curriculum project, we organized a four-week lunchtime programme that teaches phonics
with Integrated Humanities materials. Around 20 F.1 students took part. This class explicitly instructed students on using
letter-sound correspondence in English for spelling, while alse helping students to build up a regular revision habit by doing
dictations on materials taught in the previous lessons. Giving up lunch breaks to study can be demanding. We really
appreciate students’ effort and enthusiasm in the programme. Great job, boys and girls!
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